

Westpac Future Leaders Scholarship
Academic Reference

This reference is to be completed by a senior academic who is familiar with the applicant’s academic record, understands the significance of their proposed field of study and is willing to support their application for the Westpac Future Leaders Scholarship. 
Your reference helps Westpac Scholars Trust assess the applicant’s academic excellence, leadership potential and capacity to create positive impact.
Application submission deadline: Thursday 20 August 2026 (Please submit this document prior to application due date. Submission options are detailed below.)
File naming convention: Please save and submit the completed reference as a PDF using the following format: APPLICANT SURNAME_Academic Reference

	Applicant Name
	

	
	

	Academic Referee Details

	Name
	

	Position
	

	Institution Name
	

	Department / Faculty
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	



	Please describe your relationship to the applicant, including how long you have known them (minimum 6 months). (Approx 30-50 words)

	 “I have known [Applicant] for [X months/years] as [role], and I strongly support their application because…”




	We appreciate your reflections of the applicant’s suitability for the Westpac Future Leaders Scholarship. Please provide your assessment of the applicant (approx. 400–500 words). Where possible, include specific examples. 
Please consider:
· Academic capability and potential: How do the applicant’s academic abilities and approach to learning/research position them for success?
· Leadership and initiative: How has the applicant demonstrated leadership potential, initiative or influence (in academic, professional or community settings)?
· Contribution and impact: How has the applicant contributed to their community or field? (e.g. mentoring, outreach, initiatives, collaboration)
· Future impact and relevance to Australia: How will their proposed study/research contribute to Australia’s future? (Please reference one or more focus areas:
Connected and Stronger Society, Asia-Pacific Leadership, Sustainable Futures, Innovation for Impact.)
For reference, you can review the attributes of a Westpac Future Leader Scholar in the Funding Guidelines (Appendix A).

	









Signature of Referee



Date



Delete below before saving as a PDF.

Thank you for providing this reference, your insight helps us understand how the applicant embodies the attributes of a Westpac Future Leader Scholar.

Submission options (choose one):
· Provide the signed PDF to the applicant, OR
· Email directly to westpacscholars@westpac.com.au (please notify the applicant)

For applicants: If your referee notifies you that they will email the reference to Westpac Scholars directly, please upload a blank PDF in place of your reference. The application form requires 2 x PDFs in the reference section to submit.
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