



Westpac Research Fellowship
Academic Reference

This Academic Reference Template is to be completed by a senior academic, who is familiar with the applicant’s academic record, understands the importance of their research project and their research leadership potential. This reference will support an applicant for the Westpac Research Fellowship. Application deadline: Monday 25 August 2025. Please use File Name: “APPLICANT SURNAME Academic Reference” and save as PDF.

	Applicant Name
	

	
	

	Academic Referee Details

	Name
	

	Position
	

	Institution Name
	

	Department / Faculty
	

	Phone 
	

	Email
	



	Please describe your relationship to the applicant, including how long you have known them. (Approx 30 words)

	  




	We appreciate your reflections of the applicant’s suitability for the Westpac Research Fellowship. Please address the following areas, including specific examples where possible:

1. Research excellence and alignment: How does the applicant’s research experience and capability make them well-suited for the Westpac Research Fellowship?
· Please provide examples of their research achievements, progression or impact to date.
· How do these align with the Fellowship’s goals of supporting high-potential researchers tackling complex, nationally significant challenges?

2. Leadership potential: What distinguishes the applicant as a research leader?
· Please share examples of how they have demonstrated leadership through academic initiatives, collaboration, mentoring, interdisciplinary engagement or other professional activities.

3. Contribution to Australia’s future: How will the applicant’s proposed research contribute to Australia’s long-term prosperity and growth? Why is this research important to Australia’s future?
· Please comment on how it aligns with and advances one or more of the Trust’s focus areas: Australia in Asia-Pacific, Sustainable Futures, An Inclusive Country and/or Thriving Tech Sector

As a reference, you can review the attributes of a Westpac Research Fellow in the Funding Guidelines (page 13).

	






Signature of Referee



Date


[bookmark: _Hlk201575309]

Delete below before saving as a PDF.

Thank you for providing this reference, your insight helps us understand how the applicant embodies the core attributes of a Westpac Research Fellow - including research contribution, leadership qualities, commitment to community and capacity to drive impact.

Note: If you’d prefer to submit this reference directly to Westpac Scholars Trust, please email to westpacscholars@westpac.com.au 

Please notify the applicant that you will send your reference to Westpac Scholars directly.

For applicants: If your referee notifies you that they will email the reference to Westpac Scholars directly, please upload a blank PDF in place of your reference. The application form requires 2 x PDFs in the reference section to submit.
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