




Westpac Research Fellowship
Letter of Support

The Letter of Support is to be completed by the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research) or equivalent.
Please use File Name: “APPLICANT SURNAME Letter of Support” and save as PDF.

	Applicant Name
	

	Research Project Title
(per the application)
	

	
	

	University Referee Details

	Full Name of University Referee
	

	Position
	

	Institution Name
	

	Phone 
	

	Email
	



	Section 1: Support of applicant and research budget

I confirm that this university supports the research budget and professional development fund detailed in the 2026 Westpac Research Fellowship application.




	Section 2: Demonstration of research excellence and impact (up to 300 words)
[bookmark: _Hlk171019973]
Please outline why your university is well positioned to support the proposed research and researcher. In your response, highlight the university’s capability and leadership in this field, and how it fosters a culture of research innovation, excellence and impact. You may wish to include:
· Evidence of research excellence 
· Access to infrastructure, resources or facilities
· Supportive research culture, including mentorship and collaboration opportunities
· Graduate and early career researcher outcomes
· Partnerships and networks that will enhance the research
· Plans for future investment or strategic focus in this area


	




	Section 3:  Eligibility Criteria

I confirm that the Westpac Research Fellowship application meets the following Eligibility Criteria (detail available in section 3.1 Westpac Research Fellowship Funding Guidelines, available on the Westpac Scholars Trust website):
· Applicant is an Australian citizen or permanent resident.
· Applicant has been awarded a PhD between 1 Jan 2019 and 31 Dec 2022; or has obtained an Eligibility Exemption from the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research) or equivalent.
· Applicant‘s proposed area of research is not medical research as defined in the ARC Medical Research Policy.
· Applicant can take up the Westpac Research Fellowship by 30 June 2026.
· Applicant’s proposed research contributes to the future of Australia in at least one of the Trust’s priority funding areas: Sustainable Futures, Australia in Asia-Pacific, an Inclusive Country and Thriving Tech Sector

	



	Section 4: Eligibility Exemption
Answer this section only if the applicant has requested an Eligibility Exemption - refer section 3.2 Westpac Research Fellowship Funding Guidelines. Can delete if not required.

I confirm the applicant has been granted an Eligibility Exemption for the following reason <insert career interruption>. 

Select from list below then delete fields that are not relevant.
· Caring responsibilities 
· Disability 
· Disaster management and recovery (e.g. affected by bushfires, floods) 
· Limited or no access to facilities and resources, e.g. through workplace interruptions. 
· Medical conditions 
· Parental leave 
· Non-research positions, not concurrent with research employment

	




Signature




Date
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